
April 2021 
~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Thursday, April 1st 
Maundy Thursday 
Service via YouTube 

(see box) 
Friday, April 2nd 
Good Friday 

Service via YouTube 
(see box) 

Sunday, April 4th 
Easter Sunday 

Worship via YouTube 
(see box) 

Sunday, April 11th 
 Worship via YouTube 

(see box) 
Sunday, April 18th 
Worship via YouTube 

(see box) 
Sunday, April 25th 
Celebration during  
Worship via YouTube 

(see pages 6, 7) 

 From the Pastoré.                                          

 

W I N D O W                

                    

 A P R I L  2 0 2 1   

            

                      T h e  M o n t h l y  N e w s l e t t e r  o f   
                  F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  A t h e n s ,  O h i o 

I want to talk about my favorite passage  
in the entire Bible.  I know.  I say 
everythingôs my favorite . . .and thatôs 
kind of true.  But if thereôs one passage 
that I think sums up everything we hold 
dearïabout us, about Jesus, about God           
Almightyïitôs this passage from             
Philippians 2. ñIf then there is any          
encouragement in Christ, any consolation 
from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 
compassion and sympathy, make my joy 
complete: be of the same mind, having  the 
same love, being in full accord and  
of one mind.  Do nothing from selfish  
ambition or conceit, but in humility  
regard others as better than yourselves. 
Let each of you look not to your own  
interests, but to the interests of others.  
Let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with 
God as something to be exploited, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave, being born in human likeness.  
And being found in human form, he  
humbled himself and became obedient  
to the point of deathðeven death on a 
cross.ò 
 

Here are three things you ought to know. 
Number one:  Paul loved this church. 
There was just something special about 
them.  They were a loving bunch, a  
generous bunch, a joyful bunch . . .  
much like you here at First.  A good  
bond between a pastor and a church is  
not always a given.  In fact, Paul  
struggled mightily with some of his  
congregations.  But every once in a  
while, thereôs a special kind of fit, a  
deep kind of love, between a pastor and 
their people.  Whatever that love is, Paul 
and the Philippians had it.  
 

Number two:  Philippi was a Roman  
colony, one that really celebrated its 
ñRoman-ness.ò  To be Roman was to be 
patriotic; to be ñall inò for the empire;     
to lift up Caesar as god; and to count your 

Roman citizenship as the greatest gift you 
have ever received.  It permeated all  
aspects of life.  You can imagine, then,  
the challenge of being a Christian in that 
environment and having to balance the 
two.  Later on, in this very letter, Paul has 
to remind them, ñBefore you are anything, 
remember that you are first a citizen of 
heaven.ò  
 

And number three:  Not everything was 
perfect.  At the time of this letter, Paul 
was under house arrest in Rome.  Plus, a 
couple of the women of the church who 
used to be friends, had had a major, public 
disagreement.  (Maybe they saw one too 
many of each otherôs Facebook posts.)  
But more than anything, this loving,  
joyful, tight knit church just needed some 
encouragement.  Now, I didnôt have to 
give you all that background, but I hope it 
is obvious why I would.  I canôt say much 
about other churches; I can only speak for 
us.  I can only say that here at First, like 
the Philippians, we, too, have a special 
kind of bond, a love and a joy that holds 
our church together and goes deeper,  
better, further, beyond all other loyalties. 
 

I can also say that, like Paul, weôre all  
under house arrest, at least to one degree 
or another.  Then on top of that, at least 
during this particular season, we, like the 
Philippians, are also having to balance 
what it means to be both a citizen and a 
Christian.  And while I donôt think we 
have any major fights going on between 
any of our church women, we here at First 
do have some big decisions to make about 
how and when to come back together for 
in-person worship.  And on that, we    
probably wonôt all agree.  Then hanging 
over all of that, there is the painful, 
overarching truth of it all that we just miss 
each other.  
 

I donôt know about you, but it sounds to 
me like we have a lot in common with our  

(continued on page 2) 

ñWe are a Christian  
community of faith  
that shares the love  
of God with all people  
everywhere.ò 

 

To View the Services 
by YouTube 

 

Each week FPC creates 
a worship video - a  
service featuring  
organist, small group  
of vocalists, and Pastor  
Rob Martin.  FPCôs 
worship services can  
be found on YouTube 
channel here:  https://
www.youtube.com/   
user/athensfpc/search?
query=sermon.   
 

You can access them  
directly on the FPC 
YouTube channel and 
on the church web site 
under Worship Archive. 



NEWSLETTER OF FIRST PRESYTERIAN CHURCH, ATHENS, OHIO 

  

   April 2021 Worship 
Italics - First Reading and *Sermon Test 

               

  Thursday, April 1st   Maundy Thursday 
     First Reading:  Exodus 12:1-4 (5-10) 11-14 and Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 
     Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 11:23-26 and Gospel John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 

  Friday, April 2nd   Good Friday 
     First Reading:  Isaiah 52:13-53:12 and Psalm 22:1-31 
     Second Reading:  Hebrews 10:16-25, or alternate Second Reading Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9 and  
  Gospel John 18:1-19:42 
 

  Sunday, April 4th   Resurrection of the Lord (Easter Day)  Something Larger than Fear! 
     First Reading: Isaiah 25: 6-9 and  
 Second Reading: Acts 10:34-43 and *Gospel Mark 16: 1-8 
 

  Sunday, April 11th  Second Sunday of Easter   Bearing the Marks of His Wounds 
     First Reading:  Acts 4:32-35 and Psalm 133:1-3 
     Second Reading:  1 John 1:1-2:2 and *Gospel John 20:19-31 
 

  Sunday, April 18th  Third Sunday of Easter   Startled and Terrified 
     First Reading:  Acts 3:12-19 and Psalm 4:1-8 
     Second Reading:  1 John 3:1-7 and *Gospel Luke 24:36b-48 
 

  Sunday, April 25th  Fourth Sunday of Easter   An Expansive Welcome 
 First Reading:  Acts 4:5-12 and Psalm 23:1-6 
     Second Reading:  1 John 3:16-24 and *Gospel John 10:11-18 

 

Prayer Concern Requests and Visitation 
 

 

  Prayer request slips are available in the narthex or contact the church office for prayer  
  requests.  If you would like others in the church to pray for a person or for a concern near  
  to your heart, place the slips in the Prayer Request box in the narthex, or let the church  
  office know.  If you  or someone you know would enjoy a visit from Pastor Rob and a  
  Deacon, or appreciate receiving communion at home, contact the office 740-593-3351 or office@athensfpc.org    

(continued from page 1) 

old friend Paul has to say.  In this 
letter, Paul says, ñYou people bring 
me so much joy.  ñNow make my 
joy complete.  ñBe of the same 
mind, having the same love, being  
in full accord and of one mind.  
Here is what it comes down to:  If 
any church is going to make it, if 
thereôs going to be any hope for the 
Philippians, any joy for us here at 
First, it must look like this.  It has  
to look like love.  It has look like 
Jesus. It has to look like people  
who deep down know that no  
matter their politics, no matter  
their preferences, no matter their 
opinions, they will be there for  
each other.  More than what they 
want for themselves, they want 
whatôs good for one another.   

 
They know that sacrifice is more 
important than self; and caring  
for the weakest is the joy of the 
strongest.  
 

You all know the Session and I  
have been actively working and 
praying and planning for how we  
as a congregation can get back  
together for some form of in-person 
worship. But more than that, the  
vast majority of you are more than 
willing to do whatever is required  
to keep one another safe, even if  
itôs not exactly what you would 
choose to do on your own. Thatôs 
what it means to be a Philippians 2 
kind of church.  
 
 
 

 
We have been Meeting on Zoom, 
talking, praying, balancing all our 
desires with the guidelines and  
advice given to us by the Presbytery, 
Church Insurance, and the dedicated 
physicians in our church.  That, my 
friends, takes creativity and time. 
Your love and patience and support 
have been a gift.  Please pray for us. 
Please pray for me and for our Ses-
sion.  I donôt have to tell you weôve 
never done this before, and we take 
this responsibility very seriously.  
So, keep loving one another.  Keep 
putting one another before your-
selves.  And as an old pastor once 
said to another loving church:  let 
the same mind be in you that was  
in Christ Jesus.  
                                     ~ Pastor Rob 
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April 2021 - Page 3 NEWSLETTER OF FIRST PRESYTERIAN CHURCH, ATHENS, OHIO 

 

 
Cross Crafts 

 
RSVP deadline is Easter Sunday, April 4th with pick up on Saturday, April 10th. 

 

Kits include a wooden cross, paint, a paintbrush, and various decorative materials. 
Decorate however you like!   

To RSVP a kit, please email Nana Jenkins at cedirctor.afpc@gmail.com or  
phone the church office at 740-593-3351.   

 

Movie Night 
Friday, April 23rd - 6:30 p.m. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
             

                     Meeting ID:  845 3403 4686 
                       Passcode:  JesuSaves!   

                      Link on church FaceBook page                          
                                                                       

 

Womenôs Bible/Book Study 
Fridays 12:00 Noon via zoom  

 

For more information or to join  
please email Nana Jenkins at cedirector.afpc@gmail.com. 

 
   Come and join Womenôs Bible/Book Study as attendees continue to dive into  
   literature by author Joyce Hollyday called ñClothed With The Sun:  Biblical  
   Women, Social Justice, and Us.ò 
 

   The Bible holds a great treasure of amazing women.  They are judges and prophets,  
   caregivers and teachers, prominent matriarchs of large clans or quiet disciples,  
   women who suffered alone or sang joyous praises to God amid the crowds.  
   Their stories come alive in these pages as they are interwoven with the lives of  
   modern women, bound together by common threads of strength and courage in  

   the face of vulnerability and violation.  From Eve to Revelation's woman clothed with the sun--from the first  
   creative impulse to the close of time--female energy has been and will continue to  
   be a river of life and wisdom, of dignity and hope. 

 

Sunday School Event  
Christian Education Committeeôs Earth Day event for children and their families.   

 

   The Committeeôs hope is to have the children meet at the West Side park at 11:00 a.m. on  
   either Saturday, April 17th or April 24th, depending on the weather, to decorate pots and  
   plant flowers.  All CoVid safety measures, such as masks, Social distancing, hand sanitizing,  
   and individual materials, will be followed.   

 

   The goal of this project is for the children to enjoy some fellowship time and to brighten someoneôs day by  
   placing the flowers on a porch in their neighborhood.  If families would be more comfortable with this being  
   an at-home project, supplies can be provided for pickup.   
 

   Please contact Barb Martin at barbaramartin729@msn.com or phone the church office, 740-593-3351, if you 
   would like to participate. 

mailto:cedirector.afpc@gmail.com
mailto:barbaramartin729@msn.com
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Holy Week and Easter 
Rev. Robert Martin 

 

Little did we know that over one year later we would still be trudging this path, with more 
than 500,000 lives lost to the COVID-19 pandemic in our country alone.  Amidst the fear and 
anxiety of last March, we learned many things.  We learned to be nimble, creative, and open.  
We learned that a service planned in one week could be just as powerful as one carefully 
crafted over the course of a year.  We learned that the Holy is not in search of perfection and 
that wherever two or three are gathered, God truly is there.  These lessons and many more 
have guided us through yet another Lenten season.  As Holy Week approaches, we hold fast 

to our worship traditions reimagined: handwashing in place of footwashing, expanded musical offerings, while 
we still cannot join in communal singing, a Resurrection meal shared in the bread and wine we find at home.  
 

Each of these accommodations reflects a community crying out, ñWe are still here!ò  
Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ.  Our journey to the 
cross begins on Palm Sunday, with the Triumphal Entry and waving of palm  
branches!  On Maundy Thursday, our service will draw us into the garden of  
Gethsemane. On Good Friday, we will reflect on Jesusôs final hours.  Easter Sunday 
begins with the long-time favorite Ohio Brass, AFPC small ensemble, and our  
organist, Janice Robison, (pre-recorded).  Our experience of worship has changed  
in the last year, yet the story of Jesusôs death and resurrection remains the same.  
Thanks be to God for a different vantage point that will allow us to see and hear in 
new ways!  We will continue to have opportunities for COVID-safe worship.   
Stay tuned for details, or visit athensfpc.org for more information. 
 

COVID 
Easter and Worship 

 

The Session on Thursday, March 18th voted to continue to follow the COVID guidelines established by the  
Presbytery of Scioto Valley (see pages 10, 11).  Athens County continues to remain in the red, one of the seven  
levels established by the State of Ohio to determine how high the covid infection rate is for a specific county. 
Athens County COVID-19 test positivity rate is declining slowly but still remains high.  We at FPC, are hopeful 
as more and more persons are receiving vaccinations.  We deeply share the desire to return to in-person worship 
but only want to do so when we believe it is safe.  We continue to think it is wise to suspend in-person worship 
noting that in the interim, if there is a dramatic improvement as more and more people are vaccinated, the  
Session may move to in-person worship. 

 

Ohio University Recitals 
with FPCôs Nana Jenkins, Mezzo-Soprano and Tyler Thress, Baritone     

(On line - see attachments for posters) 
 
 

Monday, April 12th - 6:00 p.m. - ñThorns & Rosesò 
 

Friday, April 16th - 8:00 p.m. - ñThe Classical Cabaretò 
 

Saturday, April 17th - 8:00 p.m. - ñSuch a Heart as Joys in Loveò 
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The Amesville-New England Parish  
has not held worship services for a  
very long time, but church members 
have been sharing worship with  
Athens First Presbyterian and  
Canaanville United Methodist 
Church.  Members  keep in touch 
with each other via phone calls and  
e-mail and prayers.  
 

A note was received recently from 
Dr. Tracee Laing, founding director 
of the Healing Art Mission in Haiti.  
Because of COVID and political  
unrest in Haiti, Dr. Laing and her 
team have not been able to make a 
trip there for over a year. 
 

The Parish and friends from  
Newark/Granville continue to make 
Days for Girls Kits (menstrual kits 
that are handed out to girls in the 
area).  Traceeôs note came with 3 
pictures of the kits that had recently 
arrived.  She says, ñI just wanted  
to let you know that we finally got 
all of the Days for Girls kits that I 
had to the clinic.  The transport cost 
was $280 shipping plus customs.  
Jacques had to go to the airport  
several times and it is getting even 
more dangerous around the airport, 
so we will wait a couple of months 
before sending another batch.  If 
things are unable to be picked up  
 

for an extended period of time,  
storage fees will be charged. 
But the kits are there at the clinic 
and there will soon be some very 
happy young ladies.  I know the 
nurses love giving the kits out ï it is 
so satisfying to be helping the young 
ladies in such a concrete way.  
Thank you for all your work!ò   
                                           --Tracee. 
 

The Parish and those from Newark/
Granville were happy to receive this 
note, and 50 more kits are ready to 
be shipped when possible. 

Windows ON:  Fellowship - Amesville-New England 
THIS MONTHôS NEWS 

  

    Kroger Rewards Program - Join Today 
 

  First Presbyterian received $71.15 from 17 households Krogers for November, 2020-January 2021 - JUST  
  FROM YOUR GROCERY SHOPPING and using the Rewards Program!  A total of sixteen families used the  
  rewards program for FPC for those months.  Wonôt you join others in the program and earn $$ for FPC just  
  for doing your shopping at Krogers, at NO cost to you!   
 

    How to register?   Go to: www.krogerrewardsprogram.com to establish your account.  
          Next - click the button for ñOhioò and then scroll down to the bottom and click the ñenrollò button.  
          You are required to have an email address and create a password.  
          You will need your 12 digit Plus Card number that can be found under the bar code on the back of your  
          Plus Card.  

  Once you have an account established you may need to click ñMy Accountò and then again click  
 ñEdit Kroger Community Rewards.ò   
 

  If you registered last yearðYOU MUST REGISTER EVERY YEAR!  To link your account,    
  use AFPCôs Kroger non-profit number [NPO] 84190 or select First Presbyterian Church from a  
  drop down list.  Any questions?  Phone Krogers - 1-800-KROGERS.   

[Your Plus Card can be linked to only one non-profit charity.]         

             Sign up today, and see what FPC can make just by YOUR grocery shopping!   

 

2021 Per Capita $37.75 
    Please consider donating the per capita assessed by the Presbyterian  
    Church USA per member.  The 2021 per capita is $37.75.  Your  
    donation helps stretch the FPC budget dollars.  Your Per Capita can  
    be mailed to the office. 

 

TV Service Broadcast 
 

   Complete recordings of the FPC services are available on the churchôs YouTube Channel.   
   Services may be viewed by using your internet browser or smart TV connected to the internet.   

   Go to https://www.YouTube.com/athensfpc Select the ñVideoò tab.  Services and other videos  
   are arranged by date.  

Earth Day 2021 

April 22nd 

http://www.krogerrewardsprogram.com
http://www.Youtube.com/athensfpc
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CELEBRATING  
JANICE ROBISONôS 50 YEARS  
AS FPCôS CHURCH ORGANIST 

 
We are set to celebrate 50 years of inspiring organ music on Sunday, April 25, 2021.  We are saluting the long 
tenure of organist Janice Robison during the worship service.  There will be gift bags for FPC members and  
friends available for pick-up from the church office, or the church building on that Sunday. 
 

Janice wrote:  ñAfter finishing his degree in Spring 1970, Harold Robison accepted a position on the music  
faculty of Ohio University.  We moved to Athens at the end of July and began searching for a church to attend. 
We decided on First Presbyterian Church, liking the service, and being told they had the best music program in 
town.  Rev. Lorrin Kreider had just been hired as pastor, Eugene Dybdahl was choir director and Jim Franks,  
an OU student, was organist.  We had known Eugene in Ann Arbor, in fact, had moved into a married student    
apartment he and his family were moving out of.  At the beginning of OU's spring quarter 1971, Jim was  
scheduled to do his student teaching and was assigned a school out of the Athens area.  Gene knew I was an  
organist and asked me if I wanted a job. And here I am fifty years later! 
 

Jan continues:  ñIn my time at Athens First Presbyterian I have worked with ten ministers, called and interim, 
several Christian Education directors, three choir directors, and more secretaries and custodians than I can name. 
I do remember one overly zealous custodian who once waxed the organ bench and also the pedal keys!  Not a 
pleasant surprise!ò 
 

The organ bench is Janiceôs second home.  She can frequently be found practicing, working on upcoming organ 
concerts, or arranging music for Ohio Brass and other musician accompaniment.  I know that most of us  
appreciate Janiceôs skill and expertise at the keyboard and the way she fashions the mood of whatever piece she  
is playing.  I personally love the swelling sounds of time-honored hymns with Janiceôs chords giving a rhythm 
and pattern to each Sundayôs service.  Many look forward as well to her postludes at the conclusion of the  
service which display a sample of her expansive musical repertoire. 
 

Janice concludes her reflection with: 
What have I learned from my 60+ years as an organist?  
Å Always take extra music to a wedding or funeral. 
Å Be prepared to take over if a visiting minister leaves out a part of the service. 
Å Be prepared to have the choir anthem switched on Sunday morning if a number of choir members are un-

expectedly absent. 
Å Be prepared to sight read a summer soloist's music on Sunday morning. 
Å Be prepared to change organ registrations at the last minute if the needed trumpet stop, or any other, is 

horribly out of tune. 
Å Learn to practice with a vacuum cleaner running. Learn to play through tears at a funeral. 
Å Learn your way around dark churches. 
Å Accept the fact you will never have a free weekend. Learn to change shoes frequently. 
Å Buy a good pair of black jeans. Never wear slippery skirt or slacks. Always respect other staff members. 

Respect your congregation. 
Å Learn to continue playing your very soft prelude, even if the talking is drowning it out. Be thrilled by the 

sound of organ, brass, and congregational singing on Easter. 
Å Be equally thrilled by a full church singing "O Come All Ye Faithful" on Christmas Eve. 
Å Always time your Prelude so as to start the service on time. 
Å Learn to extend the Prelude by repeating parts or improvising, if the choir and minister are late appearing. 
Å Finally, I know I will never stop loving this glorious, majestic, magnificent, complicated, instrument 

called the pipe organ, that I have been so honored and blessed to play all these years. 
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(cont. from page 6) 

 
 

In honor of Janiceôs ministry here at First Presbyterian Church we have commissioned a musical work for organ 
and choral ensemble by Richard Wetzel that will be part of the April 25th worship service.  Two special  
presentations will also be included in the service.  Come celebrate with us on April 25th.   
 

Continue to look for more announcements in up coming email announcements from the church. 
 

~ Rev. Robert Martin 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     

Mission Outreach Committee 
 

Habitat will have a scrap metal drive on Saturday, May 15th from 
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. at the Athens County Fair Grounds.  All kinds  
of metal are welcome, but especially aluminum, brass, and  
copper.  Bring your car parts, appliances, tools, fencing, roofing/
siding, etc.  Sorry, air conditioners and dehumidifiers cannot be  
accepted. The Athens County Solid Waste     District is a sponsor,  
so you can also bring, paper, computers, mattresses, glass, etc. 
 

The rummage sale on Saturday, May 22nd from 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Christ the King church.  To donate 
items, please bring them to Christ the King on Thursday or Friday before between 10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 


